
It’s five o’clock in the after-
noon and the whippets are 
standing at the door ready to 

be loaded into the Whippet.
This is the routine for West 

Vancouver’s Lawrence Harrop, 
whose long interest in raising 
and breeding whippet dogs led 
to the purchase of the obscure 
North American car.

In the late-1920s, Whippet 
cars built by the Willys Over-
land Company of Toledo, Ohio 
and Toronto were the smallest, 
lightest and fastest low-priced 
cars offered for sale. Thus the 
name Whippet for the sleek 
canine racers — the world’s 
fastest accelerating dogs that 
can reach a speed of 60 km/h.

Every day at five, Lawrence 
lifts his three whippets into 
the rumble seat of his 1929 
Whippet roadster and drives 
the three blocks from his West 
Vancouver home to Amble-
side Park. There, with the city 
of Vancouver and its famous 
Lions Gate Bridge as the back-
drop, Lawrence camps out and 
the whippets do what they like 
best, run.

“They always know when it’s 
time and remind me every day,” 
Lawrence says while picnicking 
on the beach with his Whippet 
roadster and his three genera-
tions of prized whippets.

The dogs came first 35 years 
ago with Willy given to him as 
a Christmas present. Whippets, 
like their greyhound brethren, 
are often raced, and Willy was 
a “rescue dog” that had run its 
course racing and was other-
wise unwanted.

As Willy aged, Lawrence was 
ready for a pup and so Tess 
came into his family.

“Tess is a remarkable dog 

that can cover 200 yards in 10 
seconds. She has been one of 
Canada’s top 10 competitors 
in lure racing for four years,” 
Lawrence says.

Mocha came later as Tess’s 
pup. Four years ago, he bred 
Mocha and kept her pup named 
Ashley. His three girls are whip-
pets who love rides in the rum-
ble seat of the Whippet roadster. 
With their caregiver Lawrence, 
they are fixtures at Ambleside 
Park and local car shows.

“If I had a dollar for every 
photo that’s been taken of the 
dogs with that car, I would be 
a very rich man,” their proud 
papa enthuses.

Lawrence, who grew up on 
a grain farm in Saskatche-
wan, has always loved cars. He 
turned his early career as an 
operating room nurse into a 
business selling minimal inva-
sive surgical equipment to doc-
tors and hospitals. He didn’t 
know there was a Whippet car 

until just a few years ago.
“I was browsing the Internet 

looking for all things whippet 
when I came across the car,” he 
says.

And so began his search for 
his over own Whippet automo-
bile, which he describes as part 
cause and part challenge.

“I searched all across North 
America and found one in 

Ontario that was in pieces.”
Lawrence then contacted the 

Vancouver Chapter of the Vin-
tage Car Club of Canada for 
assistance. 

That led to Burnaby machinist 
restorer Jimmy Harrison who 
had completed an off-frame 
restoration on a very rare Cana-
dian-built 1929 Whippet road-
ster powered by its original six-

cylinder Continental engine. 
He had found the car all apart 
in Prince George. A deal was 
made and the roadster became 
the newest member of the Har-
rop whippet family.

Whippet cars had a short but 
surprisingly successful his-
tory. Introduced in 1927 as a 
small four-cylinder car, the 
next year’s small lightweight 
models featured a more pow-
erful six- cylinder engine. It 
was advertised as “the world’s 
most powerful six cylinder 
automobile.” 

Sales of Whippet cars in 1928 
were only eclipsed by those of 
Chevrolet and Ford, making 
it North America’s third best-
selling automobile.

The Canadian Willys-Over-
land plant in West Toronto 
built Whippet cars, includ-
ing right-hand-drive models 
for export to other countries, 
including Australia and New 
Zealand where motorists drive 

on the left side of the road. But 
the Depression caught up with 
many manufacturers, including 
Willys-Overland and produc-
tion of the Whippet automobile 
ended in 1931. Willys managed 
to weather the 1930s with pro-
duction of six- and eight-cylin-
der cars. 

The company’s fortunes were 
revived with wartime produc-
tion of its famous Jeep — an 
acronym for GP (General Pur-
pose) vehicle.

Lawrence Harrop’s fasci-
nation with the Willys-built 
Whippet automobile led to 
the purchase of second collec-
tor vehicle that has historical 
meaning in his life. 

His teenage summer job 50 
years ago was working at a ser-
vice garage on the Trans-Can-
ada Highway outside Indian 
Head, Sask. He drove a red Jeep 
FC150, a very unusual compact 
four-wheel-drive truck built by 
Willys from 1956 to 1965.

FC was for Forward Control 
denoting its cab-over engine 
design. The model Lawrence 
drove had a wrecker winch 
on the back for pulling vehi-
cles out of ditches and had a 
front-mounted snowplow for 
winter.

Again browsing the Internet, 
Lawrence spotted a photograph 
of a 1961 Jeep FC150 at a car 
show in Ontario. He tracked 
down the owner and convinced 
him to sell the rare restored 
truck.

Now the three whippets have 
alternative transportation for 
going further afield in enclosed 
comfort.

And while the whippets love 
to ride in the rumble seat of 
the Whippet roadster, they are 
equally at home in the back seat 
of the family Jeep truck.

Alyn Edwards is a classic car enthusiast 
and partner in Peak Communicators, 
a Vancouver-based public relations 
company. aedwards@peakco.com
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Whippets, namesake car share love of speed
West Vancouver man owns 1929 roadster and a trio of fast dogs that love the ride

The whippets love to ride in the rumble seat of the 1929 Whippet 
roadster. Their owner takes them to run daily at Ambleside Park.
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Lawrence Harrop sits with his three whippet friends and their favourite ride: a 1929 Whippet roadster.

ON NOWAT YOUR BC CADILLAC DEALERS. Cadillac.ca 1-888-446-2000. Cadillac is a brand of General Motors of Canada. *Offers apply to the lease of a new or demonstrator 2014 Cadillac ATS RWD (1SA), 2014 Cadillac SRX FWD (1SA), or Cadillac CTS RWD (1SC) equipped as described. Dealers may sell for less. Limited time offers which may not be combined with other offers, and are subject to change without notice. Offers apply to qualified retail customers
in BC Cadillac Dealer Marketing Association area only. Dealer trade may be required. **Offer valid only to eligible retail lessees in Canada who have obtained credit approval by GM Financial, have entered into a lease agreement with GM Financial, and who accept delivery from June 3, 2014 through July 31, 2014 of a new eligible 2014 Cadillac model. General Motors of Canada will pay the first month’s lease payment, or first 2 bi-weekly lease payments (inclusive of
taxes). After the first month, lessee will be required to make all remaining scheduled payments over the remaining term of the lease agreement. This offer may not be redeemed for cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives available on GM vehicles. General Motors of Canada Limited reserves the right to amend or terminate this offer, in whole or in part, at any time without prior notice. Void where prohibited by law. Additional conditions and
limitations apply. See dealer for details. ‡0.9%/0.9%/1.5% lease APR available for 36/48/48 months on a new or demonstrator 2014 Cadillac ATS/2014 Cadillac SRX/ 2014 Cadillac CTS, O.A.C by GM Financial. Applies only to qualified retail customers in Canada. Annual kilometre limit of 20,000 km, $0.16 per excess kilometre. Down payment or trade and/or security deposit may be required. Monthly payments may vary depending on down payment/trade. Example:
ATS RWD (1SA) including Freight and Air Tax is $34,370 at 0.9% APR, $3,350 down payment, monthly payment is $298 for 36 months. Total obligation is $14,116, plus applicable taxes. Option to purchase at lease end is $20,997. Freight & PDI ($1,700) included. License, insurance, dealer fees, excess wear and km charges, applicable taxes, registration fees and other applicable fees not included. Dealers are free to set individual prices. GMCL may modify, extend
or terminate offers in whole or in part at any time without notice. Conditions and limitations apply. See participating dealer for details. †$2,525/$1,750/$5,000 manufacturer to dealer lease cash available on 2014 Cadillac ATS/2014 Cadillac SRX/2014 Cadillac CTS. Other cash credits available on most models. See your GM dealer for details. Offer ends July 31, 2014. ¥$1,500 is a manufacturer to dealer delivery credit (tax exclusive) for 2014 Cadillac SRX. Cash
credits available on most models. Offer ends July 31, 2014. +4-years/80,000km no-charge scheduled maintenance. Whichever comes first. See dealer for details. *†Offer valid from June 3, 2014 to July 31, 2014 (the “Program Period”) to retail customers resident in Canada who own or are currently leasing a 1999 or newer eligible vehicle that has been registered and insured in Canada in the customer’s name for the previous consecutive six months, will receive a
$1000 Summer Bonus credit towards the purchase, lease or finance of any 2013/2014 Cadillac model delivered during the Program Period. Retail customers resident in Canada who own or are currently leasing a 1999 or newer eligible Pontiac, Saturn, Saab, Oldsmobile, Cobalt and HHR that has been registered and insured in Canada in the customer’s name for the previous consecutive six months, will receive a $2000 Summer Bonus credit towards the lease, purchase
or finance of an eligible 2013/2014 Cadillac model delivered during the Program Period. Only one (1) credit may be applied per eligible vehicle sale. Offer is transferable to a family member living in the same household (proof of address required). This offer may not be redeemed for cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives available on GM vehicles. The $1,000/$2000 credit includes HST/GST/PST as applicable by province. As part of the
transaction, dealer will request current vehicle registration and/or insurance to prove ownership for the previous consecutive six months. GMCL reserves the right to amend or terminate this offer, in whole or in part, at any time without prior notice. Void where prohibited by law. Additional conditions and limitations apply. See your GM dealer for details. ++2014 Cadillac CTS has been named theMotor Trend Car of the Year. ForMore information visit www.motortrend.com

Available AWD

Standard 308 HP 3.6L engine

Standard front heated bucket seats

Available AWD

Sophisticated technology

Striking design combining luxury
and sport

Available AWD

Nimble and exhilarating

6-speed automatic or available
manual transmission

SUMMER IS THE RIGHT TIME FOR

ST Y LE & PER FORMANCE .

ENDS JULY 31ST cadillac.ca

2014 SRX 2014 XTS 2014 ATS 2014 CTS
2015 ESCALADE

WITH $3,350 DOWN. BASED ON A LEASE PRICE OF $34,370.
INCLUDES $2,525 LEASE CASH†, FREIGHT & PDI.

$ LEASE MONTHLY AT

FOR 36
MONTHS‡0.9%298

WITH $4,950 DOWN. BASED ON A LEASE PRICE OF $39,335.
INCLUDES $1,500 CASH CREDIT¥, $1,750 LEASE CASH†, FREIGHT & PDI.

$ LEASE MONTHLY AT

FOR 48
MONTHS‡0.9%398

WITH $5,600 DOWN. BASED ON A LEASE PRICE OF $47,695.
INCLUDES $5,000 LEASE CASH†, FREIGHT & PDI.

$ LEASE MONTHLY AT

FOR 48
MONTHS‡1.5%498

BACKED BY CADILLAC SHIELD
4-YEAR/80,000-KM NO-CHARGE SCHEDULED MAINTENANCE+

S TA N D A R D
M O D E L S H O W N

MOTOR TREND’S 2014
CAR OF THE YEAR*
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SEE OUR 2014 COLLECTION BEFORE IT’S GONE.

T H E F I R S T M O N T H ’ S PAY M E N T I S O N U S . * *

E L I G I B L E O W N E R S R EC E I V E U P TO $2 ,000 O N A N E W C A D I L L AC . * †

Richmond
Dueck Chevrolet

Buick GMC Cadillac
604-273-1311

Langley
Preston Chevrolet
Buick GMC Cadillac
604-534-4154

Burnaby
Carter Chevrolet

Buick GMC Cadillac
604-291-2266

Chilliwack
Mertin Chevrolet

Buick GMC Cadillac
604-795-9104

Vancouver
Dueck Chevrolet

Buick GMC Cadillac
604-324-7222

Abbotsford
Murray Chevrolet
Buick GMC Cadillac
604-857-5200

North Vancouver
Carter Chevrolet

Buick GMC Cadillac
604-987-5231
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